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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY TH. INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4, of the ORDER OF THES TRI« 
BUNAL DATED 13 March 1946. 


17 June 1946, 


COMMISSIONERS: 


CAPTAIN JOSEPH TUBRIDY, 


GESTAPO 


(TheCommission convened at 1600 hours ) 


FRANZ STRAUB, a witness took the stand and testified as follows: 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Will you give your full name, please? 
A Franz Straub. 
Q Will you repeat this oath after me: 
I swear to God, the Almighty and Onmiscient, that I will speak 
the pure truth and willwithhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath) 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: You way sit down. 
DR. MERKEL: I want to question this witness on the organiza tion 
tasks and activities of the Security Police in Belgium and France from 1914 
to 1944. Further, on the organization duties ami methods of the Secret 


Military Police,the Military Gendarme,and the Supé@rior SS and Police Leader 


in France and norbhern France and Belgium for the same time. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: You have a written statement, 


BY DR. MERKEL: Will you please explain briefly your professional career? 
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A In 1913 I entered the Police System of Munich. In 1919 I entered the 
administrative department of the Administrative Police in Munich,and in 1922 I 
passed my exanimation in the meantime, and I was doing civil service work 
in the police adutinistration. In 1932 I went over to the @riminal Bolice 
Department of Munich,the police service, and in the same year I was ordered 
and transferred to Passau as comamier of the frontier protection police 
service in Passau. In 1937 I was transferred from the Bavarian Country 
Service, or Land Service into the Reich Service,but Iwas ordered to remain with 
the frontier police andin Passauwtil 1938, and in 1938 I was recalled 
by the State Police,and officed in Munich, I was employed there in the 


Police Security Work, and atthe outbreak of war, on 26 August 1939, I was 


drafted into the service, Commam 7 Security Department ,and Ireceived 


here a rank of Senior Inspector. On 13 Junellwas discharged by the unit -- 


M MONERRAY: What year? 

THE WITNESS: 1940, and in the beginning offuly 1940 I was sent 
to the military commander of Belgium with the Security Police commamier, 
In 1943 I was promoted to the position of Criminal Director. This is the 
highest office one can hold in the intermediate,and I was in civil ser- 
vicé work,and reisained in Belgium until the German retreat,that is the 
2 September 1944. I returned to Minich at the end of September 1944, 
but was sent as special mission to the Gestapo Main Office in Vienna 
without doing any service duty with the Gestapo Main Office in Munich. 

My special missioncould mot be varried out, however, because of the 
conference that was supposed to have taken place concerning this special 
mission,which never did take place,and no personnel was placed at my 
disposal for carrying out of this special mission. Towards the end 


of February 1945 I became ill and wasreturned, or sent back to Minich,. 4" 
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On 2nd April I was returned to Munich because I was unable to do anything 
in further service, 

Q Were you a member of the National Socialist Party? 

A I became a member of the National Socialist Party in May 1937. 

Q Were you a member of the SS? 

A By reason ofthe coordinating decree 1939 I received the rank of 
Hauptsturmfuehrer,and when I was appointed Criminal Director I became 
Sturmbannfue hre r, 

Q When was the military commamder for Belgium and northern France 
appoint ed? 

A In May 1940, 

Q How were the police matters settled with the Staff of the Military 
Commander of Belgium and northern France? 

A It was the military adninistration subordinated to the military 
commander, divided into graips, For police satters the Group Police, 
the Group Law, the Group Financ e,and the Group Fortune and Property was 


appointed. 


Q What was the work of the Police Administrative “epartment? 


A Within the military administration the Group Police concerned it- 
self with instructions issued tothe OFD - Oberfelt, and superior military 
Commandos, and also the Security Police, and the Belgium Police. 

Q Who had to carry out the executive work at that time? 

A Exclusive the Secret Military Police. 

Q Umer whose jurisdiction was the Secret Military Police in Belgium and 
northern France? 

A Directly superior to it the Army High Command; then to the High 


Command the ground troops, and the High Comrand of the Navy and the Airforce, 
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and also to the military commanmers, 

Q How long did the composition of the jurisdiction remain such? 

A Until May 1944, but as far as I know the transfer of the Secret 
Military Police into the Security Police was not carried out completely 
before we left. 

Q We shall refer to this matter later. Is it correct to say that the 
military commanders were placed under the jursidiction of a commando of the 
Security Police, and the SD in July 1940? 

A Yes, 

Q What do you know about the strength of the composition and task 
of this commando, amd perhaps about this branch office? 

A There were only about twenty-five men in this commando, which was 
composed of some men who had been conscri ted for war service, and 
about 16 to 20 members of the Security Police and SD. Of course, at 
first this small commando had no branch offices. It had been transferred 
or handed over by the chief of the Security Police to the Military Administra- 
tion. 

Q What was the name of the office of Security Police and SD in northern 
France? 

A At first this very small office was knowm as "Office of Secret 
Military Police" in parenthesis "SS", meaning “ecurity Police. In 
July 1940 the military commanier sent a teletype to Heydrich asking him 
to augment this office to 250 mm,and the office as it was then was known 
as the Deputy of tlhe Chief of the Seipathy Police, and had to be with 
the military commamer in Belgium and northern France. 


Q What was the composition of this office, not as seen in the per- 


sonnel , but concerning the membership of its members to the Gestapo, the of 
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A As far as I remember abent—90 there were of the Security Police, 


about 50 to 60 members of the SD, and the reminder were doubtlessly 
trarsportation personnel, auxiliary personnel assistance,and also female 
members. 

Q Did the members of the Security Police and SD enter these offices 
as volunte®rs,or not ? 

A The members of the Security Police were professional civil service 
» and as such they were ordered to these posts. I do not know what 
the relationship was concerning the SD members, but I co not assume that 
their membership was voluntary. 

Q And those who had been conscripted? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will you caution the witness to testify only Ly 
what he knows and not ‘make assumptions. 
BY DR MERKEL: | 

Q Do you know whether or not the peophke who had been conscripted for 
service came as volunteers or not? 

A Ido not know. 

Q When was the office of the Superior SS and Police Leader irs tituted 
in Brussels? 

A I never saw the order. As close as I can say, it was dated in May 
1942. The results of this order that we could have observed were such 
that three times that effected the Belgium office of the higher SS and 
Police Leader which did not take up these activities. 

Q How large was the office of the Security Police and SD in Bel- 


gium and northern Framce after the office had taken over the Secret 
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Police = Military Police? 

AI learmed that eight groups GFP were to be taken over of one- 
hundred men each. 

& How did this transfer take place? 

A Doubtlessly by reason of the military order. 

Q What were the missions of the Secret Military Police and SD in Bel- 
gium and northern France? 

A The Security Police had been assigned to the military administra- 
tion as an executive departmmt, and the mission resulted from the 
administration. 

Q Later special missions you can uention with special tasks, 

A The order that was given first was a Registered Imigrant 
and Varkist office. Later the fight of the resistance movement was at it, 
until the government in the year 194] tew#$%- the executive was to be 
handled solely by the GFP,the Secret Military Police. The Security Police 
had to evaluate the results obtained,and to report these results in 
Part Il, Department 4 of the RSHA,and Department 6 and 7. 

& Under whose jurisdiction was the Security Police and SD in 
Belgium and northern France? 

A Under the jurisiliction of the military commaner, 

Q Not tothe Security office, you said that the reports were sent 
to the RSHA? | 

A The RSHA was, of course, interested inthe evaluation of this 
information, and as far as personnel questions were concerned the office 
was subordinate to the RSHA, but as special work to the military commander. 


Q Orders and instructions could only be issued by the military con 
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ami not by the RSHA, or by Mueller or Heydrich for example? 

A Asfar as Jewish questions were concerned, the office of Keitel 
seemed to have discussed them beforehamd,for as early as 1940 in the 
teletype that was sent by Keitel's office these instructions were con- 
tained, 

Q Would you please answer the question once more,exactly the question 
whether the chief of the RSHA or the departmental chiefs of the different 
departments 6f the RSHA were able to issue binding orders and instructions 
to yor office in Belgium and morthern France? 

A If you will please rectify this point. The office of the 
commander only existed for a‘very short tim, and did not practically 
come into operation at all. The tern wiealia rather be the Deputy. 

Q And how was it later? 

A Iam convinced that orders of the RSHA am the chiefs of the 
departments and the Security Police were received by military commander, 
but I am just as certain that any such orders received by this office were 
first discussed with the military commander, or with the military administra- 
tion. 

Q Ard this condition remained until th very end? 

A Yes. 


DR. MERKSL-+~You-may~adjourn. 2 


CCRPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will adjourn now, ‘There-won't be any hearing 


on th SS or Gestapo witnesses tomior row. Tomorrow the Gommission will be on 
Pe 

the High Command in—Room 196,amd the other hearing will be started at 

two o'cloek inRoom 398 on politica 1 leaders. 


DR. MERKEL: To whem will this interrogation be continued? 
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CAPTAIN TUBREDY : We will have to wait. 
“eg a 


ee ee 
DR MERKEL: Until after-the_withesses for the Gestapo. 


Ps 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY; és. 


(The Commission adjourned until 18 June 1946 at 1000 hours) 
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COMMISSIONERS 
Captain Joseph TUBRIDY. 


mission convened at 1600 hours 
STUB, a witness took the stand and testificd 
DY CarTsIN TUBRIDY: 
1 give your full nane, please ? 
az Straub. 
Will you repeat this oath after me: 
I swear to God, the Jlaishty and Onmiscient 
truth end will withhold and add nothin::. 
repeated the oath) 
JBLIDY: You may 
I want to question this 


Ori 
1 Pritte 


itlitary Gender 


nern France 


plein briefly your 
olice System of ijunich, 
administrative department of the A lninistrative 
assed my oxamination in the meantime, and 
bhe police aduinistration. In 1932 I went 
‘launich, the police service 


transferred to Passau as ander 


in Passau, In 1937 I was transferred from 


Land Service into the Kcich Service, but I 


ticr police and in Passau’ until 1936, 


police and officed in Munich, 





17 June-MB-1-2 Gallagher 


I was employed there in the Police Security work, anc av the outbreak of war, 


on 26 August 1939, I was drafted into the service, Command 7 Sceurity Depart 


ment, and I received here a rank of Senior Inspector. On 13 Junc I was dis- 
charged by the unit -- 

Me MONNERAY: What year ? 

WIETNSSS: 1940, and in the beginning of July 1940 I was scnt to the 
military commander of Beljiwa with the Security Police comander. In 1943 I 
was promoted to the position of Criminal Director, This is the highest offic 
one can hole in the intermediate, and I was in civil service work, anc remai- 
ned in Bel;:ium until the German retreat, that is the 2 Septembcor 194. I 
returned to Munich at the end of September 1944, bi was sent as special nis- 
sion to the Gestapo lain Offic e in Vienna without 
the Gestapo Liain Office in Munich, iy special mission could 
out, however, because of the conference that was supposed to nat 
concernin; this special mission, which never did take place, 
was placed at my disposal for carrying out of 
the end of February 1945 I became ill and was or scnt back to imnic 
On 2nd April I was returned to Munich bvcause I was bls to Go anything 
in further service. 

Q. ‘ere you a meaber the National Socialist rarty 
National Socialist Pa 
the 
the coorcinating decree 1939 I received the rank of 
Houptsturmfuchrer,. and when I was appointed Criminal Director I becane 
Sturmbannfuechrer, 


hen was the militery commander for Belgium anc northern Frame appoine 


with the Staff 
meander of Belgium and northern France ? 
It was the military administration subordinated tothe military 
divided into groups... For police matte the Group Police, the 


Group Finance, and the Group Fortune and Property was appointed, 
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‘that was the work of the Police Administrative Dep 
Within the military administration the Group Volice concerned itself 
with instructions issued to the OFD - Oberfclt, and superior military commandos 
and also the Security Police €, and the Bel,-iun 
ho hed to carry ovt the executive work at thet time ? 
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northern France ? 


Directly superior to it the army High Conmand ; 


the ground troops, and the Hich Command of the Navy and th alrforcc, and also 


to the military commanders. 


How long did the compeagtion of th jurisdi 
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Police into the Security Police 


34 gow + 
1ai1 refer to t 11s giatter 
oe 


litary commanders wore placed under the juriscicti 


security Police, anc SD ia July 1940 ? 


1 


.,out the strenz 


commando, anc perhaps about this br. 


te There were only about “wenty-five men 


Some men who had been corseript 


* te 5 rhage r it. we PS An wae YON ae 
at Zirst this very small office was known as 


oa ~ 5 oe 
LM parcntnecsis 


tary commander sent - ie to Heydrich 


to 250 men, and the office as it was then ws 
of the Security Police, and 
ana northern France, 


7. os +}. a swAas 4 “ af eh a { ‘ 
was tne composition of this ol Cc as Secon in the 


persornel, bu 


concerning the membership of its manbers to the Gestapo, the 


132: 





17 June-JF~lj=-1 H0961 -0014 


SD, Police, ctc.e? 
As far as I remember there:were about 90 of the Security Police, about 
ibtlessly transportation 
personnel, auxiliary personnel assista: and also female mernscrse 
Did the members of the Security Police and 5) cntcr 
voluntcers, or not? 
Lhe nembers of the 
ordered 
ssume that their mesbership 


s voluntary. 


you caution the 
what ho lcnovs a ot to make assumptions. 
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scrvice come as volunteers or not? 

I do not kn 

Police Leader 
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I never saw 

The results of 
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How large w ho officc of the Security Police and SD in Bolg 
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Belgium and Northern France? 
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Q Later special m you can mention with spocial tasks. 
The order that wes given first was RCeistored Imaigrant 


Markist office. Later the fight of the resistance movement war at 


D 


the GFP, the Scerot Military Policc. The Security Police had to eva 


the government in the year 1941 the oxceutive was to be handlcd solely 
dna 


results obtained, and to report those rosults in Part TI, Departnont iF 
RSHA, and Department 6 and 7. 
Q Under whose juris wes tho Sceurity Police and SD in Belgiun 
northern Franco? 
Under the jur tion of the nilitary commander. 
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to the Security office, you said tinct the repo 


RSHA was, of course, interested in the evaluation of this 
infornation, a far as personnel cuestions were concerned the office was 
subordinate t he RSH, but as special work to the military commanccr. 

Orders and instructions could only be issued by the military 
tho RSHA, or by icllor or Hcydrich for co:anple? 
questions vere coneerned, the cffi 
to have discussod them beforchand, for as carly as 
was sont by Keitel's office these instructions were contained. 
ould you pleasc the question onee mor exactly the question 
whether the chicf of the RSHA or the departinental chicfs of the different 
departments of the RSHA wore 2ble to issue binding orders and instructions to 
office in Belgium and northern ?’rance? 
If you will please rectify this pcint. the office of 
y oxis* for a very short tinc, and did not practically cone 
operation at al The term should rather be the 
ind how was it later? 
I an convinced that orders of the RSHk and the chicfs of the 
departricnts and the Sccurity “olice were rccoived by military comandcr, but 
just as certain that any such ordors received by this office vere first 


d with the military commander, or with the military administration. 
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And this condition remeined until the véry cnd? 


YoSe 
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(The Comission adjourned until 18 Juno 196 at 1000 hours 
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